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On April 28, 2015 the tenth edition of a deba-
te  with employers took place at Poznań Uni-
versity of Technology. This year the title of the 
debate was "Intercultural Skills of the Modern 

Engineer". The event was organized by the Centre of Lan-
guages and Communication and was attended by both Po-
lish and foreign students. Poznań University of Technology 
was represented by  Rector, professor Tomasz Łodygowski, 
professor Franciszek Tomaszewski, Ph.D., D.Sc., Eng., De-
an of  Faculty of Machines and Transportation, professor 
Magdalena Wyrwicka, Ph.D., D.Sc., Eng. Dean of Faculty of 
Engineering Management and professor Krzysztof Wisłoc-
ki, Ph.D.,Vice Dean for Science and International Relations, 
Faculty of Machines and Transportation.

The following companies from Wielkopolska region accep-
ted the invitation and attended the debate: Jens Ocksen, 
Head of the Board of Management, Volkswagen Poznan, 
Karolina Florczyk, Employer Branding Specialist, Man Ac-
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counting Center, Justyna Król, Expert, Pearson Education, 
John Lennon,  Research and Development Manager, King-
span Environmental, and Anna Łobaczewska, Human Reso-
urces Manager, Solaris. Among the invited guests were also 
Corinne Matthews, a Fulbright scholar and a CLC lecturer, 
and Robert Bartkowiak, Head for Education, Students’ Go-
vernment.

After greeting the PUT authorities and the panelists, dr. 
Liliana Szczuka-Dorna, CLC Director, began the debate by 
giving a presentation on Intercultural Communication. 

Following the presentation, the guests answered a num-
ber of questions asked by the debate moderators. First, 
Jens Ocksen, Volkswagen Poznan discussed problems 
connected with multicultural communication and how 
they influence project development, signing contracts and 
negotiations in his company, highlighting the problems 
of multicultural awareness and  empowerment. Next, Ka-
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rolina Florczyk of MAN Accounting Center stressed the 
significance of intercultural education  of employees thro-
ugh trainings, courses and team building events. Both pa-
nelists raised the issue of addressing people in business 
environment in different cultures. Justyna Król, Pearson 
Education and John Lennon of Kingspan Environmental 
agreed  that if you wish to do business in a multicultu-
ral environment, you have to know rules of etiquette and 
be acquainted with  culture and customs  of your busi-
ness partners. John Lennon recalled the cultural clash he 
experienced after he had moved to Poland from his native 
Ireland and a steep learning curve he had to follow. Final-
ly, Anna Łobaczewska of Solaris answered the question 
of how the lack of knowledge about cultural differences  
can affect quality and efficiency of work. Interestingly, she 
also informed the public about vacancies for applicants 
fluent in French in her company.

All the panelists highlighted the importance of being sen-
sitive to cultural differences in business environment and 
agreed that being fluent in a foreign language and  capa-
ble to work in a multicultural team, are among crucial skills 
of a modern engineer.

In the end, Rector prof. Tomasz Łodygowski and prof.  
Krzysztof Wisłocki shared their experience with multicultu-
ral groups of students. Prof. Wisłocki pointed  out that fo-
reign students are much more disciplined and methodical 
when writing thesis than their Polish colleagues, who tend 
to procrastinate. Prof. Tomasz Łodygowski, raised the issue 
of proximity and remarked on his intercultural experience 
with the Finns who, unlike Polish people, are very attentive 
listeners and  show high discourse culture.

The debate was closed by dr. Liliana Szczuka-Dorna, CLC 
Director who thanked the panelists, PUT authorities, Wal-

demar Korczyk and James Shanahan, CLC, who moderated 
the debate, and CLC lecturers.

The debate was organized by PUT Centre of Languages and 
Communication panel headed by dr. Liliana Szczuka-Do-
rna with the following lecturers: Małgorzata Tomaszewska, 
M.A., Iwona Flieger, M.A., Waldemar Korczyk,M.A., Alicja 
Lamperska, M.A., Aleksandra Nikiel, M.A., and James  Sha-
nahan. 

Gifts for the guests and refreshments were sponsored by 
CLC.

Prepared by:  
Alicja  Lamperska and Iwona Flieger
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3EDUCATION IN ENGLISH AT PUT

The 2nd stage of the 16th National Olympiad of 
the English Language for Technical Universities 
was held on 8th and 9th May 2015 at Poznan 
University of Technology with 64 participants from 

14 technical universities. The youngest participant was an 
18-year-old woman, the oldest one – a 47-year-old man. 
After written and oral tests on the 8th May, 12 laureates 
were selected who delivered  multimedia presentations on 
9th May on: Mark Kennedy said: “All of the biggest techno-
logical inventions created by man - the airplane, the auto-
mobile, the computer - say little about his intelligence, but 
speak volumes about his laziness”. Do you agree?

Finally, the names of the winners were announced:
 - 1st place – Liszka Katarzyna, 

Gdańsk University of Technology
 - 2nd place – Sowiński Igor, 

Poznan University of Technology
 - 3rd place – Szymaniak Adrian, 

Poznan University of Technology
 - 4th place – Litwin Maria, 

THE FINAL 
OF THE 16TH  

ENGLISH  
OLYMPIAD

After the first stage of the Olympiad which 

took place on December 5th, 2014, 102 

contestants (including 20 from PUT) from 

14 technical universities qualified for the se-

cond stage.

Wrocław University of Technology
 - 5th place – Abramowicz Paweł, 

Wrocław University of Technology
 - 6th place – Błaszczyk Marcin, 

Poznan University of Technology
 - 7th place – Klimek Kamila, 

Poznan University of Technology
 - 8th place – Węcel Marcin, 

Warsaw University of Technology
 - 9th place – Kopka Anna, 
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Between April 13 and 17, 2015, the Centre of Lan-
guages and Communications of Poznan University 
of Technology organized a series of five lectures in 
English by Elżbieta Vendome under a common ti-

tle: “Spotlight on the USA’. The lectures covered a wide ar-
ray of topics ranging from everyday life through education 
system, American variety of English and business culture to 
history of US aviation. The lectures were amply illustrated 
with audio and video materials and attracted considerable 
interest of both students and lecturers.

Lectures 
by Elżbieta Vendome 
Spotlight on the USA

Topics:
1. Spotlight on the USA: American Character 
    and Everyday Life
2. Education System in the USA
3. American English: British and American Language 
    Varieties; Dialects of American English
4. US Economy and American Corporations; Business 
Culture in the USA
5. Highlights of US Aviation History

Author: 
Katarzyna Szymczyńska, M.A.

Rzeszow University of Technology
 - 10th place – Kuberski Wojciech,

Lodz University of Technology.

The final ceremony was honored by:
 - Rector of PUT – Professor Tomasz Łodygowski
 - Prorector of PUT – Professor Stefan Trzcieliński
 - Dean of the Faculty of Technical Physics – Professor 

Ryszard Czajka
 - Dean of the Faculty of Machines and Transportation – 

Professor Franciszek Tomaszewski.

The hosts of the Olympiad were:
 - Director of the Center of Languages and 

Communication – Liliana Szczuka-Dorna, Ph.D.
 - Deputy Director – Iwona Gajewska-Skrzypczak, Ph.D.
 - Deputy Director – Barbara Sawicka, M.A.
 - Head of English and French Section at CLC – Anna 

Raulinajtys, Ph.D.

The Olympiad would not have been possible if it had not 
been for the generous sponsors. The laureates received 
valuable prizes, over 60 books and numerous gadgets and 
gifts from 30 sponsors. The organizers would like to thank 
all sponsors for their great contribution which has ena-

bled us to carry out such a prominent event.

The organizers of the Olympiad:
Katarzyna Buczek, M.A.
Agata Jankiewicz, M.A.

Urszula Pawałowska, M.A.
Justyna Połomka, M.A

Urszula Pawałowska


